
ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE & SAFETY DEPARTMENT STATUS REPORT 

JULY 2023 (AS OF 7/29/23)  

 

            BOD     TSS    

 

Faulkner Lake  6.8 mg/L (30 Max.) 5.5 mg/L (30 Max.) 

   

Maumelle   11.4 mg/L (30Max.) 6.3 mg/L (30 Max.) 

 

 

     CBOD   TSS 

 

Five Mile   20.6 mg/L (25 Max.) 32.5 mg/L (90 Max.) 

 

White Oak   11.9 mg/L (25 Max.) 20.7 mg/L (90 max.) 

 

 

 

Jaime Marrow 

Office Assistant II 
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Memorandum 

TO:   Michael Clayton 

FROM:  Scott Kerby 

DATE:    8/4/2023  

RE:   Engineering Department Major Projects Status 
 

 

Rose City and Military Drive Basins Pipe Bursting 2021 Rehabilitation: The contractor 

began working on September 10, 2021. The project is substantially complete, and a punch list is 

being created. The contract completion date for the project was April 8, 2022.   

 

Dixie and Baring Cross Basins Pipe Bursting 2021 Rehabilitation Project: This project 

consists of pipe bursting 18,858 linear feet of 6” and 8” sanitary sewer mains and externally 

reconnecting approximately 398 services. The contractor has successfully completed 

approximately 16,696 linear feet of the project to date. The contract completion date was 

October 30, 2022.   

 

Curtis Sykes and Meadow Park CIPP 2021 Rehabilitation Project: This project consists of 

CIPP rehabilitation of 20,955 linear feet of 6”-15” secondary sewer mains. The Notice to 

Proceed was issued March 29, 2022. The project is substantially complete. The contractor is 

working on the punch list. The contract completion date for the project was October 20, 2022.   

 

Lower Riverside Interceptor CIPP 2017 Rehabilitation Project: This project consists of 

CIPP rehabilitation of 4,344 linear feet of 54” reinforced concrete pipe. The scope of the project 

begins two line segments upstream of the Faulkner Lake WRF headworks and continue upstream 

for 4,344 linear feet. The Notice of Award was issued to Insituform Technologies, LLC on 

March 16, 2022. The Notice to Proceed was issued May 25, 2022. The CIPP installation is 

complete. The contractor is working on the punch list items. The contract completion date for the 

project was October 19, 2022.   

 

Curtis Sykes and Meadow Park Basins Pipe Bursting 2021 Rehabilitation Project: This 

project consists of pipe bursting rehabilitation of 27,194 linear feet of 6” and 8” secondary 

sanitary sewer mains and external reconnection of approximately 493 services. The Notice to 

Proceed was issued on April 25, 2022. The project is substantially complete. The contract 

completion date for the project was February 20, 2023.  

 

Biosolids Removal and Land Application: This project consists of removal of approximately 

3,000 Dry Tons of biosolids from the Five Mile Creek Polishing Pond and approximately 3,500 

Dry Tons of biosolids from the Faulkner Lake east lagoon. The contractor began removing 

biosolids from the Five Mile Creek WRF on June 6, 2022. The contractor has completed the 

biosolids removal from the Five Mile Creek WRF. The contractor has removed approximately 

890 dry tons from the Faulkner Lake WRF. 
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Five Mile Creek Basin Interceptors Assessment: This project consists of multi-sensor 

inspection of approximately 37,161 linear feet of interceptors sizes 24”-36” within the Five Mile 

Creek WRF Basin. Bids were opened on April 28, 2022, and the low bidder is Ace Pipe Cleaning 

with a bid amount of $238,034.10. The Notice of Award was issued May 11, 2022. The 

contractor has completed approximately 35,951 of 37,161 linear feet in the project. The 

contractor is unable to complete the project until Sherwood cleans the interceptors remaining to 

accommodate inspection.  

 

Broadway Area Pipe Bursting 2023 Collection System Renewal: This project consists of pipe 

bursting rehabilitation of 24,279 linear feet of 6” through 8” secondary sanitary sewer mains and 

external reconnection of approximately 315 services. Bids were received on June 22, 2023, and 

Horseshoe Construction, Inc. was the low bidder with a bid of $2,695,324.00.  

 

Broadway Area CIPP 2023 Collection System Renewal: This project consists of CIPP 

rehabilitation of 37,112 linear feet of 6”-18” secondary sewer mains. Bids were opened on 

March 3, 2023, and Suncoast is the low bidder with a bid amount of $2,518,119. The Notice to 

Proceed was issued June 26, 2023.  

 

Upper Riverside Interceptor CIPP 2023 Rehabilitation Project, Phase II: This project 

consists of CIPP rehabilitation of approximately 5,825 linear feet of 30” reinforced concrete 

pipe. Bids were opened on March 23, 2023. Insituform Technologies, Inc. is the low bidder in 

the amount of $2,082,635.25. The contract was awarded to Insituform Technologies, Inc on 

March 13, 2023. ANRD approval of the contracts was received on August 2, 2023.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



NORTH LITTLE ROCK WASTEWATER UTILITY 
 

Memorandum 
 

 

TO: Michael Clayton 

FROM: Lyle Leubner 

DATE: 8/1/2023 

RE: Treatment Report 
 

 

Faulkner Lake Plant 

• Bonds and Agreement have been received from the Clarifier Rehab Contractor and have been 

executed on our end. 

• Influent VFD #1 has faulted out and will not operate.  The manufacturer has been contacted for 

a warranty claim, and they are scheduling a repair technician to come address the problem. 

 

Five Mile Plant 

• The failed influent generator block heater element has been replaced. 

• Still awaiting repairs of effluent pump #3 at a local repair shop. 

 

White Oak Plant 

• Bar Screen has an updated approximate delivery timeframe of late October.  The Installation 

Contractor plans to have isolation gate submittals for us this week. 

• The Influent generator fuel transfer pump failed during the last extended outage.  This pump 

transfers fuel from the large standby tank and automatically refills the small onboard tank as 

needed.  A top mount pump was installed with provisions added to minimize the risk of potential 

fuel spills. 

• Still awaiting repairs of influent pump #1 at a local repair shop. 

 

Maumelle Plant 

• Comminutor #2 is down due to mechanical failures and has been pulled and delivered to a local 

repair shop. 

• Effluent VFD #1 keeps randomly losing its programming.  Staff are researching the cause and a 

potential fix. 

 

Misc 

• ADEQ performed biennial inspections of Faulkner Lake and Five Mile plants on July 20th.  

Verbal feedback from the inspector indicated that it went well. 

• The solar plant’s inverter #3 was only operating at about 80% efficiency and was replaced under 

warranty.  Staff have ordered materials to fabricate a doghouse style shade enclosure. 

• Due to long Flygt pump lead times, a meeting is scheduled this week with Jack Tyler Engineering 

regarding a spare parts plan for critical pumps. 

• Four Treatment Operations staff are scheduled for the August 16th & 17th “Pump Station 

University” training class. 
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NORTH LITTLE ROCK WASTEWATER  

 
Memorandum 

 
 

TO: Michael Clayton 

FROM:  Brian Kirkendoll 

DATE: 8-2-2023 

RE: Pump Maintenance Report 
 

 

 

Faulkner Lake Treatment Plant: 
 

• Pulled grating and electrical off of primary clarifier 

• Replaced lights in Beth’s office at Lab building 

• Repaired shorted wire on aerator # 16 

• Pulled grating, handrails and electrical off thickener # 3 

• Repaired circuit in Marolyn’s office 

• Replaced control fuse on Final # 2 

• Replaced light on air compressor room at Maintenance and Repair building 

 

White Oak Treatment Plant: 
 

• Pulled motor on # 2 Bar Rake for rebuild 

 

Five Mile Treatment Plant: 
 

• Replaced # 3 aerator in East Lagoon 

• Sprayed Algaecide 

 

Maumelle Treatment Plant: 
 

• Pulled # 1 aerator and removed debris 

• Pulled # 2 Comminutor for repairs 

 

Faulkner Lake Shop Work: 
 

• Rebuilt spare 3” Gorman Rupp rotating assembly 

 

Hill Lake Pump Station: 
 

• Replaced Sump Pump 

 

Faulkner Crossing Pump Station: 
 

• Replaced area work light 

• Changed oil in the generator 



• Replaced fuel filter and air filter on the generator 

46th & Eureka Pump Station 

 

• Replaced air filter on the generator 

 

Odom Blue Mountain Pump Station: 
 

• Pulled # 1 pump removed debris 

• Replaced start capacitor on # 1 pump ( 7.5 hp Peabody Barnes ) 

• Replaced run capacitor on # 2 pump ( 7.5 hp Peabody Barnes ) 

 

Gap Creek Pump Station: 
 

• Pulled # 1 pump adjusted impeller ( 10 hp Flygt )  

 

Hwy.107 Pump Station: 
 

• Replaced fuses on control transformer 

 

Seminole East Pump Station: 
 

• Replaced back up battery in drive # 2 

 

Maryland East Pump Station: 
 

• Replace area work light 

 

Maybeline Pump Station: 
 

• Installed conduit for Scada addition 

 

Rixie Pump Station: 
 

• Installed conduit for Scada addition 

 

Rixie 161 Pump Station: 
 

• Installed conduit for Scada addition 

 

Counts Massie 2 Pump Station: 
 

• Replaced HMI 

 

Cock of the Walk Pump Station: 
 

• Loaded new HMI & PLC codes 
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NORTH LITTLE ROCK WASTEWATER UTILITY 
 

Memorandum 
 

 

TO: Michael Clayton 

FROM: Justin Shahan 

DATE: August 1, 2023  

RE: Solar Plant Report 
 

 

 
 

Week kWh Production 
July 1 – July 7 33810 

July 8 – July 14 25400 

July 15 – July 21 32440 

July 22 – July 28 40910 

July 29 - July 31 18320 

Total kWh= 150880 

Average July Daily kWh 4867 

Average Lifetime Daily kWh 3774 
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Memorandum 

TO:   Michael Clayton 

FROM:  Marybeth Eggleston 

DATE:    8/2/2023 

RE:   Environmental Compliance & Safety Status Report 
 

 

The July safety training on “Ergonomics and Safe Lifting” was conducted via online 
activity. The video was posted, an email was sent out to all staff with instructions on how 
to access the video, and the timeline within to watch and send back signed 
acknowledgement.  
 
Educational mailers were printed and will be an insert in August billing sent out via UBS 
for Central Arkansas Water.  
 
ADEQ performed Compliance Evaluation Inspections on the Faulkner Lake and Five Mile 
Treatment Plants 7/20/2023.  
  
Marybeth Eggleston, Manager, Environmental Compliance and Safety, Mitch Foreman, 
Supervisor Pretreatment, and Chris Lumpkin, Technical Specialist Environmental 
Compliance and Safety attended the annual Region VI Pretreatment Association (RVIPA) 
workshop in Denton, Texas July 25-28. 
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AGENDA FOR 

NORTH LITTLE ROCK WASTEWATER TREATMENT COMMITTEE 
MEETING 

 

RE: Committee Meeting 

PLACE: Faulkner Lake Treatment Plant Admin Conference Room 

 7400 Baucum Pike, North Little Rock, Arkansas 72117 

DATE: August 8, 2023 

TIME: 12:15 PM 

 
(1) ROLL CALL OF THE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 
(2) APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE JULY 10, 2023, MEETING 

 
(3) CASH DISBURSEMENTS FOR JULY 2023 

 
(4) FINANCIAL REPORT FOR JULY 2023 

 
(5) LAND APPLICATION OF BIOSOLIDS NO DISCHARGE PERMIT #4665-WR-4 CONSENT 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 
 

(6) BROADWAY AREA PIPE BURSTING 2023 COLLECTION SYSTEM RENEWAL 
  (Item Deferred from Committee Meeting of July 10, 2023) 
 

(7) HILL LAKE PUMP STATION CONNECTION FEE WAIVER REQUEST, LOT 2, TULIP FARMS 

(PROJECT CEDAR) 
 

(8) ACQUISITION OF 30 ACRES NORTH SIDE OF FAULKNER LAKE WRF 
 
 
 

 



 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(1) 

 
 
 

          ROLL CALL of the COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

MR. KENNETH MATTHEWS 
MR. GABE STEPHENS 
MS. KAREN BRYANT 

MR. ED NELSON 
MS. MARIE HOLLOWELL 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 

(2) 
 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
 
 

ACTION REQUESTED 
 

Approval of the Minutes of the July 10, 2023, Committee Meeting 
 
 

 

  

  



 

 

 NORTH LITTLE ROCK 

 WASTEWATER TREATMENT COMMITTEE 
 

 MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD MONDAY, JULY 10, 2023 
 

 

 A meeting of the North Little Rock Wastewater Treatment Committee was 

held on Monday, July 10, 2023, in the administrative offices located at the Faulkner 

Lake Treatment Plant. 

              

 The meeting was called to order by Chairman Matthews at approximately 

12:12 p.m.  The roll was called, and all members were present.  Those in attendance 

at the meeting were Chairman Matthews, Mr. Ed Nelson, Ms. Karen Bryant, Mr. 

Gabe Stephens, and Ms. Marie Hollowell.  Also in attendance were Mr. Michael 

Clayton, Director, Ms. Tangelia Marshall, Human Resources Director, Ms. Kayla 

Koba, Senior Accountant, Mr. Sam Hilburn with Hilburn & Harper, Ltd., and Dawn 

Harmon. 

 

 First, the Committee reviewed the minutes of its June 13, 2023, meeting.  

After review, a motion was made by Ms. Bryant, seconded by Mr. Nelson, to 

approve the June 13, 2023, minutes as submitted.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 The Committee then reviewed the cash disbursements for June 2023. A 

motion was made by Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. Stephens, to approve the cash 

disbursements showing total cash disbursement of $2,618,287.47 and fund transfers 

between accounts of $2,172,165.71.  The motion carried unanimously.  Director 

Clayton advised that the Utility was seeking reimbursement from FEMA for those 

items highlighted in red due to recent storm damage. 

 

 Upon motion made by Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. Stephens, the Committee 

unanimously approved the financial statement for June 2023.   

 

 Director Clayton informed the Committee that the clarifiers at Faulkner 

Lake utilize a steel truss gear-driven mechanism that rotates continuously to 

remove all settable and floatable solids from the influent wastewater stream.  Due 

to age and residing in a harsh environment, the epoxy coating is in a state of 

failure, and it is timely to address it now.  Primary Clarifiers 1, 2 and 3 have the 

original coating that is 22 years old.  Sludge Thickener 3 has the original coating 

that is 27 years old.  Primary Clarifier 4 and Sludge Thickener 2 are only 10 years 

old but have begun to fail prematurely as evidenced by areas of outer coating 

flaking off, exposing the primer coat.  Several large areas of blistered coating on 

these two units also indicate imminent coating failure.  Additionally, each unit’s 



 

 

steel support portions of the walkways have some rust areas, and the concrete 

effluent launder of Primary Clarifier 4 and Sludge Thickener 3 have exposed 

aggregate that needs to be rehabilitated.  The clarifier manufacturer used a specific 

coating provided by the epoxy coating company TNEMEC.  The staff contacted the 

local representative and obtained appropriate specifications for materials and 

procedures for proper surface preparation and installation.  This information was 

used to advertise for bids in search of a qualified contractor to rehab our assets.  

The bid results are as follows: 

 

 Thomas Industrial Coatings    $649,470.00 

 Mongan Painting & Sandblasting   $630,405.00 

 Paladino Painting      $620,000.00 

 Kinard Painting & Sandblasting   $522,372.00 

 

The bid submitted by Kinard has been reviewed, and this company appears to be 

adequately capable of the work.  Eagle Rock Coatings, the local TNEMEC 

representative, has successfully completed several similar projects with Kinard and 

has not had any issues.  Eagle Rock Coatings will be hired separately, at a nominal 

price, to provide the Utility with professional inspection services.  The 2023 budget 

includes $650,000.00 for this project.  It was also noted that this rehab will extend 

the life of a clarifier 12 to 15 years.  After further discussion, a motion was made by 

Ms. Bryant, seconded by Mr. Nelson, to authorize the staff to award the contract to 

Kinard Painting & Sandblasting to rehab the Faulkner Lake Primary Clarifier and 

Gravity Sludge Thickeners in the amount of $522,372.00.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 The Committee then discussed the purchase of a CCTV inspection truck.  The 

CCTV inspection truck is one of the most valuable tools in NLRW’s toolkit 

regarding the maintenance and operation of the gravity sewer lines in the collection 

system.  NLRW has about 655 miles of gravity sewer lines where a CCTV inspection 

truck would be used for inspection and review.  A CCTV inspection truck utilizes 

high-resolution cameras and advanced imaging technology to capture detailed 

footage of sewer lines.  This allows for accurate and comprehensive assessment of 

the condition of pipes, identifying potential issues such as cracks, blockages, root 

intrusions or structural defects.  By accurately pinpointing problems, the Utility can 

prioritize maintenance efforts and prevent catastrophic failures, minimizing service 

disruptions and associated costs.  Until #140, a diesel-powered CCTV truck, was 

destroyed by a vehicle fire on the afternoon of June 1, 2023.  The vehicle was 

purchased in November of 2018 for $212,502 and $173,543 has been written off in 

depreciation.  A claim was filed with the Municipal Vehicle Program with the 

Arkansas Municipal League and after a $1,000 deductible being applied to the 

claim, a check for $63,060 was paid to NLRW.  The staff has received quotes from a 



 

 

couple of cooperatives and recommends purchasing an IBAK CCTV truck from 

Vacuum Truck Sales & Service, LLC for the Sourcewell purchase contract amount 

of $256,713.80.  The estimated time for delivery is between 160 and 180 days.  A 

motion was then made by Mr. Stephens, seconded by Ms. Hollowell to purchase the 

IBAK CCTV truck from Vacuum Truck Sales & Service, LLC through Sourcewell 

for $256,713.80.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 Director Clayton then informed the Committee that Item (7) on the Agenda 

goes hand-in-hand with Item (6).  The operation of the IBAK camera system 

requires purchases and implementation of several software and hardware 

components.  Several phases for the transition to the Phoenix operating software 

are necessary to utilize IBAK camera system.  Below are some of the major items or 

tasks required for the complete implementation of the operating system: 

 

 Phoenix Software and implementation   $52,750.00 

 Dedicated server for Phoenix software   $10,217.07 

 SQL installation and setup on server   $  2,000.00 

 Modification of GIS database    NLRW Staff 

 Integration of Phoenix with Portal   NLRW Staff 

 ArcGIS Pro-Upgrade from 2.7 to 3.1.2   NLRW Staff 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Stephens, seconded by Ms. Bryant, to authorize the staff 

to make the necessary purchases for software, hardware, and implementation of the 

Phoenix operating system to integrate with current workflow using various vendors 

and contractors for $64,967.07.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 Based on recent billings and projections, Director Clayton advised the 

Committee that the Utility is realizing a savings of $98,000 to $100,000 on Entergy 

billings. 

 

 Burkhalter Technologies, Inc. was awarded the contract for the Dixie and 

Baring Cross Basins Pipe Bursting 2021 Rehabilitation Project on October 24, 2020, 

in the amount of $1,275,595.00.  The project involves rehabilitating the wastewater 

infrastructure in the designated basins using pipe bursting as the pipe replacement 

method.  The staff has identified several sections of 8" Ductile Iron Pipe (DIP) on 

the West side of Highway 107 and North of Kiehl Avenue that requires immediate 

attention due to extensive corrosion and failure.  These sections, approximately 555 

linear feet in length, are causing operational issues for North Little Rock 

Wastewater.  The corroded pipe is primarily attributed to the corrosive action 

caused by several food establishments connected to the sewer main.  The staff has 

evaluated various rehabilitation methods, including Cured-In-Place Pipe (CIPP) 

and Pipe Bursting, to address the pipeline’s rehabilitation needs.  However, both  



 

 

methods were deemed inappropriate for this particular case.  It is recommended 

that the Committee authorize the staff to execute Change Order #1 for the Dixie 

and Baring Cross Basins Pipe Bursting 2021 Rehabilitation Project, approving the 

expenditure of $240,524.50.  This will enable the necessary open cut pipe 

replacement to address the failure and corrosion issues associated with the 555 

linear feet section of the 8" DIP.  The estimated cost for this Change Order #1 is 

$240,524.50 which will be funded through the 2023 budget.  After further 

discussion, a motion was made by Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. Stephens to 

authorize the staff to execute Change Order #1 for the Dixie and Baring Cross 

Basins Pipe Bursting 2021 Rehabilitation Project in the amount of $240,524.50.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 The staff advertised and received bids for the “Broadway Area Pipe Bursting 

2023 Collection System Renewal” on Thursday, June 22, 2023, at 1:00 p.m.  The 

project consists of rehabilitation of approximately 24,279 linear feet of 6" and 8" 

sanitary sewer mains via the pipe bursting method and reconnection of 

approximately 315 active services.  The low bid was submitted by Horseshoe 

Construction, Inc. in the amount of $2,695,324.00.  However, the Committee has 

received information that the contractor’s license held by Horseshoe Construction, 

Inc. has expired which invalidates the bid.  Looking at the other bids received, there 

is approximately a $1 million dollar difference between the other 2 bids.  

Additionally, some of the unit price numbers seem to be incorrect.  Therefore, after 

a lengthy discussion, a motion was by Mr. Nelson, seconded by Ms. Hollowell to 

table this item and give the staff additional time to perform due diligence to 

determine the legitimacy of the bidder and to further validate the numbers.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

 Director Clayton then updated the Committee with regard to the following 

which required no action at this time: 

 

 1. Ms. Tangelia Marshall, Human Resources Director, has submitted her 

resignation.  She is moving to Atlanta, Georgia to take a new job which 

she feels better suits her at this stage in her life. 

 

 2. Director Clayton then introduced Kayla Koba who is the Senior 

Accountant with the Utility. 

 

 3. The Utility is going to have to purchase some new vehicles.  With the 

shortage of vehicles in the past few years, the State Contract, has not 

been able to meet the prices set forth in the contracts. 

 

 4. Director Clayton then informed the Committee that he has received a 

Notice from ADEQ concerning a Consent Administrative Order due to 

the land application permit at Dougan Farms.  He reminded the 



 

 

Committee that ADEQ performed an inspection at the land application 

site on June 30, 2022.  During the inspection, it was determined that 

three (3) violations of the land application project existed and required 

action by NLRW.  The contractor, J & B Tanker, Inc., was responsible 

for compliance with the NPDES Permit, however, ultimately NLRW 

staff is responsible for the contractor to comply within the 

requirements of the Permit and Contract Manual.  A suspension of the 

work was sent to the contractor on September 2, 2022.  Director 

Clayton believes that the fine will be somewhere around $5,400.00 but 

he has a meeting scheduled with ADEQ next week and will advise the 

Committee of any new developments. 

 

 

 5. With all the new projects coming in the near future, Director Clayton 

thinks this is a good time to start putting together numbers for the 

2024 budget to fund a 4th construction crew which will be responsible 

for heavy construction and open cut projects.   This crew could be 

responsible for 8 to 10 projects per year. 

 

 There being no further action to come before the Committee, a motion was 

made by Mr. Nelson to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously, and 

the meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:20 p.m. 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:   RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

 

 

 

K.  W.  MATTHEWS, CHAIRMAN  VICE-CHAIRMAN/SECRETARY 



 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

(3) 
 
 
 
 

CASH DISBURSEMENTS FOR JULY 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACTION REQUESTED 
 
 
 

Approval of the Cash Disbursements for July 2023 showing total  

Cash Disbursements of $1,643,500.68 and  

Fund Transfers between accounts of $1,189,530.63  
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR JULY 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACTION REQUESTED 
 
 

Approve the Financial Statements for July 2023 
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LAND APPLICATION OF BIOSOLIDS NO-DISCHARGE PERMIT #4665-WR-4 

CONSENT ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 

 

North Little Rock Wastewater is the permittee of the No-Discharge Permit for the purpose of 

beneficial reuse by land application of biosolids from the NLRW Water Reclamation Facilities.  

Arkansas Energy and Environment (ADEQ) performed an inspection at the land application 

site on Dougan Farms on June 30, 2022.  During the inspection, it was determined three 

violations of the land application project required action by NLRW.  The Contractor, J & B 

Tanker, Inc., was responsible for compliance with the No-Discharge Permit, however, 

ultimately NLRW Staff is responsible for the Contractor to comply within the requirements of 

the Permit and Contract.  The suspension of land application of biosolids is still in effect since 

last September. 

A civil penalty of $5,400 is part of the agreement and NLRW has held back the retainage 

from the original contract with J & B Tanker, Inc. since September 27, 2022, to be used for 

this purpose.  The original contract was for $772,289 and $496,711.39 of the Contract was 

performed.  After the suspension of the work, notice was sent to the Contractor on September 

2, 2022, NLRW retained $24,835.57 to be used for the civil penalties. 

 

 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

Authorize the Chairman to execute the Land Application of Biosolids No Discharge Permit 

NPDES #4665-WR-4 Consent Administrative Order. 
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ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT 

DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

 

 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

 

North Little Rock Wastewater Utility    LIS No. 23-  

P.O. Box 17898      Permit Number: 4665-WR-4 

North Little Rock, AR 72117     AFIN 60-00274 

                 

                                            

CONSENT ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 

 

 This Consent Administrative Order (“Order”) is issued pursuant to the authority of the 

Arkansas Water and Air Pollution Control Act, Ark. Code Ann. § 8-4-101 et seq., the Federal 

Water Pollution Control Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1311 et seq., and the rules issued thereunder by Arkansas 

Pollution Control and Ecology Commission (APC&EC). 

 The issues herein having been settled by the agreement of North Little Rock Wastewater 

Utility (Respondent) and the Division of Environmental Quality (DEQ), it is hereby agreed and 

stipulated that the following FINDINGS OF FACT and ORDER AND AGREEMENT be entered. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Respondent operates municipal biosolids land application sites (“Site”) located in Pulaski 

County, Arkansas.  

2. Respondent is regulated pursuant to the Arkansas Water and Air Pollution Control Act 

(“Act”), Ark. Code Ann. § 8-4-101 et seq. 

3. DEQ is authorized under the Act to issue permits in the state of Arkansas for the operation 

of disposal systems or any part of them and to initiate an enforcement action for any violation of 

a permit issued pursuant to the Act.   

4. Ark. Code Ann. § 8-4-217(a)(3) provides: 

(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person to: 
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… 

(3)  Violate any provisions of this chapter or of any rule or order adopted by the 

[APC&EC] under this chapter or of a permit issued under this chapter by the 

[DEQ]. 

5. Ark. Code Ann. § 8-4-103(c)(1)(A) authorizes DEQ to assess an administrative civil 

penalty not to exceed ten thousand dollars ($10,000) per violation for any violation of any 

provision of the Act and any rule or permit issued pursuant to the Act. 

6. Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 8-4-103(c)(1)(B), “[e]ach day of a continuing violation may 

be deemed a separate violation for purposes of penalty assessment.”  

7. DEQ issued No-Discharge Permit Number 4665-WR-4 (“Permit”) to Respondent on 

August 14, 2019, with an effective date of September 1, 2019. DEQ issued two modifications to 

the Permit, the first modification had an effective date of May 1, 2021, and the second modification 

had an effective date of June 1, 2021. The Permit expires on August 31, 2024.  

Complaints and June 30, 2022 Inspection 

8. On June 24, 2022, DEQ received a complaint of Respondent performing land application 

activities near a creek and a discharge to the creek from the land application activities. 

9. On June 25, 2022, DEQ received a complaint of Respondent applying sludge on 

unpermitted fields and near a creek. 

10. On June 30, 2022, DEQ performed an inspection of the permitted land application fields 

in response to the complaints received on June 24 and 25, 2022, and documented the following: 

a. On May 10, 2022, Respondent notified DEQ in writing that the land application of 

biosolids to permitted land application sites.  
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b. The equipment use for land application of biosolids to the fields consisted of a 

tractor pulling a trailer equipped to spray its contents approximately twenty (20) 

feet to the rear of the trailer and fifty (50) feet to both sides of the trailer. 

c. From June 7 to June 24, 2022, approximately 4,648,786 gallons of biosolids from 

the Five Mile Creek facility were land applied to the field identified as Field 18 in 

Respondent’s permit.  

d. Respondent reported that on June 23, 2022, land application activities at Field 17 

and Field 18 resulted “in overspray and spray in a wet area.” 

e. Land application occurred in an area that should have been protected by a 100-foot 

buffer. The west-northwest corner of Field 18 has a wetland area with wetland 

vegetation and other vegetation not characteristic of the permitted cover crop. Tire 

tracks from the application equipment were observed within ten (10) feet of the 

wetland area. Land application of municipal biosolids within 100 feet of the 

wetland stream area is a violation of Part II, Conditions 10 and 15 of the Permit and 

therefore is a violation of Ark. Code Ann. § 8-4-217(a)(3).  

f. Municipal biosolids were land applied in a way that resulted in land application 

onto the unpermitted field. Land application of municipal biosolids occurred within 

twelve (12) to thirty (30) feet of the border between Fields 17 and 18 and an 

unpermitted field, and placing the unpermitted field within the fifty (50) foot reach 

of the spray. Land application of wastes on an unpermitted field is a violation of 

Part II, Condition 6 of the Permit and therefore is a violation of Ark. Code Ann. § 

8-4-217(a)(3).  
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11. In a subsequent meeting on July 6, 2022, Respondent acknowledged that boundaries at the 

Site were not flagged prior to and during land application activities. Failure to flag all boundaries 

prior to land application is a violation of Part II, Condition 17 of the Permit and therefore is a 

violation of Ark. Code Ann. § 8-4-217(a)(3). 

12. On August 31, 2022, DEQ notified Respondent of the findings of the June 30, 2022 

inspection and requested that Respondent submit a written response to each violation to DEQ by 

September 15, 2022. 

13. On September 15, 2022, Respondent submitted a response to the June 30, 2022 inspection. 

In addition to addressing each violation as requested by DEQ, Respondent stated that land 

application has ceased, removal of biosolids and land application has been suspended indefinitely, 

and no land application is intended in the 2023 calendar year. Respondent will be evaluating 

alternative methods of reuse or disposal of the municipal biosolids.  

August 20, 2022 Observations 

14. On August 20, 2022, DEQ observed Respondent’s land application activities at the Site 

and documented the following conditions: 

a. Respondent was land applying lagoon sludge at the Site. Land application activities 

were observed at or around 1600 hours. 

b. National Weather Service Forecast for the 24-hour period starting at 1500 hours on 

Saturday, August 20, 2022, predicted precipitation at greater than fifty percent 

(>50%) beginning at 1500 hours on August 21, 2022. 

Part II, Condition 12 of the Permit prohibits land application “when precipitation is imminent 

(greater than a 50% change of precipitation predicted by the nearest National Weather Service 

station) within a 24-hour period.” Respondent’s land application of lagoon sludge when 
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precipitation is imminent is a violation of Part II, Condition 12 of the Permit and therefore is a 

violation of Ark. Code Ann. § 8-4-217(a)(3).  

15. On August 22, 2022, DEQ requested the land application and haul logs for land application 

that occurred at the Site on August 20–21, 2022. 

16. On August 22, 2022, Respondent provided a photograph of handwritten numbers on a piece 

of paper, without any explanation or labels, in response to DEQ’s request for the land-application 

and haul logs. 

17. On August 22, 2022, DEQ requested an explanation of the numbers provided as the land 

application and haul logs. Respondent updated the photograph by adding labels to the information. 

Annual Report—2021 

18. On April 22, 2022, Respondent submitted the 2021 Annual Report for the Permit to DEQ. 

19. Part I, Table II, Footnote 1 of the Permit requires Respondent to apply lime in accordance 

with recommendations from the University of Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service if the soil 

pH is 5.7 or lower. The soil analyses provided in the 2021 Annual Report indicate that four (4) soil 

samples had a pH of 5.7 S.U. or lower and therefore require the application of lime. 

Land Application ID Soil pH (S.U.) 

Dougan 14B 5.60 

Dougan 15B 5.70 

Dougan 15D 5.70 

Dougan 16 5.70 

Respondent has not indicated in the 2021 Annual Report that lime application occurred as required 

by Part I, Table II, Footnote 1 of the Permit. 

ORDER AND AGREEMENT 

WHEREFORE, the parties stipulate and agree as follows: 

1. Respondent shall comply with all conditions in the Permit.  
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2. Within thirty (30) calendar days of the effective date of this Order, Respondent shall submit 

to DEQ documentation, including photographs and soil analysis reports with chain of custody, 

demonstrating that the four (4) fields referenced in the Findings of Fact have a soil pH of 6.0 or 

higher, including any documentation that lime was applied to raise the pH of the soil. 

3. Within thirty (30) calendar days of the effective date of this Order, Respondent shall 

develop a land application record form that includes, at minimum, the following information: 

A. Permit Information (Permit Number and AFIN); 

B. Land Application Event Information (including week of the land application event, 

Field IDs, amount of waste applied to each separate field, identify when land 

application ceases due to precipitation); and 

C. Waste Information (waste generator, specific description of waste). 

For each land application event on any permitted site, Respondent shall, using the land application 

record form, create a contemporaneous record of that land application event. 

4. Within thirty (30) calendar days of the effective date of this Order, Respondent shall submit 

to DEQ, for review and approval, a field log to use for all land application activities to demonstrate 

compliance with Part II, Condition 12 of the Permit. The field log shall include documents 

demonstrating that precipitation chances were reviewed and precipitation was not imminent in the 

24-hour period following any planned land application activity and documentation that 

Respondent, or Respondent’s contractor, commenced or suspended the land application activity in 

compliance with Part II, Condition 12 of the Permit. 

5. Within sixty (60) calendar days of the effective date of this Order, Respondent shall 

develop a written procedure for verification and documentation of the following: 



 

 

North Little Rock Wastewater Utility CAO Page 7 of 10 

4665-WR-4 

A. Flagging is present at each land application site prior to commencement of land 

application activity; 

B. Flagging is present during any land application event at the land application sites; 

and 

C. Flagging is set at the appropriate setback distances as set forth in Part II, Conditions 

15 and 16 of the Permit.  

6. In compromise and full settlement of the violations specified in the Findings of Fact, 

Respondent agrees to pay a civil penalty of Five Thousand Four Hundred Dollars ($5400.00). 

Payment is due within thirty (30) calendar days of the effective date of this Order. Payment of the 

penalty shall be made payable to the Division of Environmental Quality, and mailed to the attention 

of:  

Division of Environmental Quality 

Fiscal Division 

5301 Northshore Drive 

North Little Rock, AR 72118 

 

In the event that Respondent fails to pay the civil penalty within the prescribed time, DEQ shall 

be entitled to attorneys’ fees and costs of collection. 

7. Failure to meet any requirement or deadline of this Order constitutes a violation of this 

Order. If Respondent should fail to meet any such requirements or deadlines, Respondent consents 

and agrees to pay on demand to DEQ stipulated penalties according to the following schedule:  

a. First day through fourteenth day:  $100.00 per day 

b. Fifteenth day through the thirtieth day:  $500.00 per day 

c. Each day beyond the thirtieth day:  $1000.00 per day 

These stipulated penalties for delay in performance shall be in addition to any other remedies or 

sanctions that may be available to DEQ by reason of failure by Respondent to comply with the 
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requirements of this Order. 

8. If any event, including but not limited to an act of nature, occurs that causes or may cause 

a delay in the achievement of compliance by Respondent with the requirements or deadlines of 

this Order, Respondent shall so notify DEQ, in writing, as soon as reasonably possible after it is 

apparent that a delay will result, but in no case after the due dates specified in this Order. The 

notification shall describe in detail the anticipated length of the delay, the precise cause of the 

delay, the measures being taken and to be taken to minimize the delay, and the timetable by which 

those measures will be implemented.  

9. DEQ may grant an extension of any provision of this Order, provided that Respondent 

requests such an extension in writing and provided that the delay or anticipated delay has or will 

be caused by circumstances beyond the control of and without the fault of Respondent. The time 

for performance may be extended for a reasonable period but in no event longer than the period of 

delay resulting from such circumstances. The burden of proving that any delay is caused by 

circumstances beyond the control of and without the fault of Respondent and the length of the 

delay attributable to such circumstances shall rest with Respondent. Failure to notify the DEQ 

promptly, as provided in the preceding paragraph of this Section, shall be grounds for a denial of 

an extension. 

10. All requirements by the Order and Agreement are subject to approval by DEQ. Unless 

otherwise specified herein, in the event of any deficiencies, Respondent shall, within the timeframe 

specified by DEQ, submit any additional information or changes requested, or take additional 

actions specified by DEQ to correct any such deficiencies. Failure to respond adequately to such 

Notice of Deficiency within the timeframe specified in writing by DEQ constitutes a failure to 

meet the requirements established by this Order. 
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11. This Order is subject to public review and comment in accordance with Ark. Code Ann.   

§ 8-4-103(d) and APC&EC Rule 8 and shall not be effective until thirty (30) calendar days after 

public notice is given. DEQ retains the right to rescind this Order based upon the comments 

received within the thirty (30) day public comment period. Notwithstanding the public notice 

requirements, the corrective actions necessary to achieve compliance shall be taken immediately. 

The publication of this Order shall occur on or about the 10th or 25th day of the month following 

the date this Order is executed. As provided by APC&EC Rule 8, this matter is subject to being 

reopened upon Commission initiative or in the event a petition to set aside this Order is granted by 

the Commission. 

12. Nothing in this Order shall be construed as a waiver by DEQ of its enforcement authority 

over alleged violations not specifically addressed herein. Also, this Order does not exonerate 

Respondent from any past, present, or future conduct that is not expressly addressed herein, nor 

does it relieve Respondent of its responsibilities for obtaining any necessary permits. 

13. The Committee represents and affirms that it has existing funds appropriated and available 

to conduct the activities described herein including, but not limited to, the payment of a civil 

penalty as set forth in this Order. See copy of [meeting minutes or resolution] attached as Exhibit 

A. 

14. The Committee represents that its powers and duties, with limitations, are set forth in Ark. 

Code Ann. § 14-235-207, and any activities subject to the limitations specified in Ark. Code Ann. 

§ 14-235-207 require the approval by the City of North Little Rock City Council. 
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15. The Committee, in a duly convened meeting, with a quorum present, has approved the 

Order and has authorized the individual appearing below to sign the Order on its behalf and to 

expend funds for compliance activities required by this Order including, but not limited to, the 

payment of a civil penalty as set forth in this Order. See Exhibit A.  

 

SO ORDERED THIS _______ DAY OF _______________________________________, 2023. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

CALEB J. OSBORNE, DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY, DIRECTOR 

CHIEF ADMINISTRATOR, ENVIRONMENT  

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND CONTENT: 

 

 

Wastewater Treatment Committee of North Little Rock, Arkansas 

 

 

BY: ___________________________________________________ 

(Signature) 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

(Typed or printed name) 

 

TITLE: Chairman, Wastewater Treatment Committee 

 

 

 

DATE: ________________________ 

mdorman
Typewritten Text

mdorman
Typewritten Text
August 8, 2023

mdorman
Typewritten Text
Kenneth Matthews
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BROADWAY AREA PIPE BURSTING 2023 COLLECTION SYSTEM RENEWAL 
                           (Item Deferred from Committee Meeting of July 10, 2023) 
 
 

Staff advertised and received bids for the “Broadway Area Pipe Bursting 2023 Collection 

System Renewal” on Thursday, June 22, 2023, at 1:00 PM. The Project consists of 

rehabilitation of approximately 24,279 linear feet of 6” and 8” sanitary sewer mains via the 

pipe bursting method and reconnection of approximately 315 active services. 

 

The low bid was submitted by Horseshoe Construction, Inc. in the amount of $2,695,324.00. 

A copy of the bid tabulation is attached. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
 
 

Authorize staff to award the contract for the Broadway Area Pipe Bursting 2023 Collection 

System Renewal to Horseshoe Construction, Inc. in the amount of $2,695,324.00. 
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HILL LAKE PUMP STATION CONNECTION FEE WAIVER REQUEST 

LOT 2, TULIP FARMS (PROJECT CEDAR) 

 
The Hill Lake Pump Station and force main was constructed 22 years ago. The total project 

cost was $1,519,653.10.  Consistent with NLRW policy, a connection fee was established to 

recover the utility’s funds. To date only five (5) parcels have connected, paying a total of 

$62,657.61. 

NLRW has received a request from Mayor Hartwick for waiver of the connection fee for 

Project Cedar which is located on Lot 2 of Tulip Farms Subdivision.  A copy of the Mayor’s 

request and a map identifying the subject development site is attached.  Based on a 

development site of 115.193 acres, the projected connection fee is $162,076.55. 

 

 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

Approve or deny the request for the waiver of the connection fee for Lot 2, Tulip Farms. 
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ACQUISITION OF 30 ACRES NORTH OF FAULKNER LAKE WRF 
 
We propose the acquisition of an additional 30 acres of land located across from the Faulkner 

Lake Water Reclamation Facility (WRF), adjacent to the north side of Arkansas State 

Highway 165. The property, currently owned by the City of North Little Rock, holds significant 

potential to enhance our biosolids operations at NLRW, while also providing a valuable buffer 

zone between private property and prospective facilities. 

Our comprehensive discussions with City of North Little Rock officials have resulted in a 

mutually beneficial agreement for the acquisition. The proposed arrangement includes 15 

acres at a rate of $12,000 per acre and an additional 15 acres designated as a wetlands 

area, valued at $6,000 per acre. 

This strategic land acquisition holds several justifications: 

1. Proximity to Existing Facilities: The location of this land is strategically situated 

adjacent to our existing wastewater treatment facilities. This proximity offers substantial 

advantages by minimizing the costs and complexities associated with potential infrastructure 

improvements that would be required for the handling and treatment of biosolids. 

 

2. Zoning and Land Use Certainty: The property falls within the "I-2" industrial zoning 

classification. This classification ensures that our biosolids operations align with the intended 

land use, safeguarding against any potential zoning changes that might otherwise impact our 

operations. This certainty enhances our long-term planning and operational stability. 

 

3. Operational Efficiency and Effectiveness: The acquisition of this land is poised to 

provide significant operational efficiencies. The location's proximity to our current facilities 

enables streamlined logistical workflows and synergies between various processes, 

ultimately bolstering the overall effectiveness of our biosolids treatment operations. 

 

 



 

 

  
 

 

 

 

4. Environmental Considerations: The planned solar array project adjacent to the eastern 

boundary of the property highlights the region's commitment to sustainable initiatives. By 

acquiring this land, we can collaboratively explore opportunities for environmentally 

responsible co-utilization, promoting eco-friendly practices within our operations. 

We firmly believe that this acquisition aligns with our mission of ensuring efficient wastewater 

management while also promoting sustainable practices. Your favorable consideration of this 

proposal will empower us to enhance our biosolids treatment operations, fortify our long-term 

strategic planning, and contribute positively to the community and the environment. 

 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

Authorize the Director to enter into an offer and acceptance contract and proceed with the 

acquisition of the 30 acres of the property located on the North side Faulkner Lake WRF 

grounds for $252,000. 
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DIRECTOR’S HIGHLIGHTS 

  Michael Clayton, August 5, 2023 

 
Pavement Restoration Policy Update:  Mayor Hartwick and I met again to discuss details on 
the pavement restoration policy, and we have made an administrative agreement to proceed 
with the first restoration of pavement section due to pipe bursting activities located at 22nd 
and Division Streets. 
 
A kick-off meeting was held on July 17, 2023, at the Administration Building with American 
Business Engine to begin the coordination and process with NLRW Staff for the development 
of a website for NLRW. 
 
On July 18, 2023, a positive meeting transpired between the Mayor of Sherwood, Chairman 
Mathews, and myself, centered around the burgeoning prospect of regionalizing Sherwood’s 
sewer system in partnership with North Little Rock Wastewater (NLRW). Deliberations 
underscored the shared economic advantages this collaborative effort could bestow upon all 
stakeholders. The Mayor eloquently advocated for broader representation, highlighting the 
need for multiple seats on the Commission to ensure an equitable decision-making process.  
The discussion demonstrated the positive trajectory of regionalism and its potential growth 
for both entities. Acknowledging the Mayor's plea for inclusive governance, I am poised to 
compose a letter that perpetuates a dialogue using rationale comparisons for facility assets, 
customers, and service areas.  In this pursuit of collective prosperity, the groundwork has 
been laid toward realizing a harmonious and economically fruitful partnership between 
Sherwood and NLRW. 
 
On July 19, 2023, NLRW Department Heads and key personnel participated in Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) training and updated policy for NLRW.   
 
The National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA) has honored NLRW with three 
platinum awards for having three water reclamation facilities achieving 100 percent 
compliance in meeting National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits 
for five consecutive years.  
 
I concluded my term last week as the President of the Arkansas Water and Wastewater 
Managers Association.  It was an honor to lead the group of professionals in the water 
industry tackling issues and pursuing legislative priorities such as solar net metering, nutrient 
reduction strategies and PFAS discussions. 
 
 



 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
NLRW Engineering Staff is working on a set of plans for 1,538 linear feet of open cut 8” 
gravity sewer line to decommission the Burns Park East Pump Station.  NLRW is still waiting 
for a final report to support the cost difference in restoring the pump station versus installing  
a gravity line.  The Construction Division is ready to proceed with the work. It is roughly 
estimated the total cost of construction will be around $150,000 for force account work. 
 
NLRW has received the final permit for the North Little Rock Wastewater Utility White Oak 
Bayou NPDES # AR0038288.  A couple of changes are worth noting at this time.  The TSS 
monthly average was reduced from 90 mg/l to 45 mg/l and the seven-day average for TSS 
was reduced from 135 mg/l to 65 mg/l.  Also, nutrient testing for Phosphorous, 
Nitrates+Nitrites-Nitrogen is required to be reported on the monthly Discharge Monitoring 
Reports that are submitted to Arkansas Energy and Environment each month.  The nutrient 
parameters are not in this permit cycle and will likely be in the next permit when this permit 
expires is July 31, 2028. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




